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1 No one shall speak without first addressing the Moderator and being recognized. 
2 No one shall have the privilege of making more than two speeches on the same subject – the first 

being no longer than 3 minutes and the second no longer than 1 minute. 
3 The Moderator shall call to order anyone who deviates from the subject under discussion or who 

uses personalities. 
4 All members shall have the right  to participate in the discussion topics before the body.  
5 The Moderator shall call a timekeeper. 
6 All motions shall be in writing and handed to the Clerk (exception: simple motion to accept/adopt). 
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Moderator’s Welcome 
 
 

2017 District Conference Theme:  

“Good News...From Generation to Generation”  

Matthew 28:16-20...Psalm 145:4 
 

 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told 

them to go. When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. Then 

Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey 

everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very 

end of the age.”       (Matthew 28:16-20, NIV) 

 

 

 One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts. 

         (Psalm 145:4, NIV) 
 

 

 

 I want to welcome you, delegates and conference attendees to the 2017 South/Central 

Indiana Church of the Brethren District Conference! I am looking forward to sharing this 

conference with you and hope that you are coming with eager anticipation of joining your 

brothers and sisters from the district in a time of worship, fellowship, discernment and fun. The 

word gospel means “good news.” As people who believe in the gospel, we believe in God's 

good news sent to us in Jesus! 

 

 This year I have been encouraging us as a district to believe, demonstrate and proclaim 

the good news about Jesus. I have also been encouraging us to share that from one generation to 

the next! I believe the good news is still good news. I believe God still has good news for future 

generations. May we celebrate our past, but look forward to the future God has for the present 

and future followers of Jesus! 

 

God Bless, 

Brian Mackie 

2017 South/Central Indiana District Moderator  
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2017 DISTRICT CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
  

7:30am Registration       Quinter-Miller Auditorium (QMA) 

8:00am Breakfast (pre-registration with Camp Mack required) John Kline Welcome Center (JKWC) 

8:30-8:45am Singing/Gathering Music     QMA 

8:45-9:30am Worship         QMA 

   Worship Leader: Dan Poole 

   Preacher: Moderator Brian Mackie 

9:30-10:45am Business: 

  Consecration of Delegates (see p. 5) 

  Introductions/Rules 

Acceptance of the 2016 Minutes and 2017 Agenda 

  Table Talk 

  District Board Report               District Board, Rob Miller, Chair 

   Recommendation regarding Loon Creek and Richmond congregations 

   Financial Reports     DeEtta Balser, Treasurer 

   Recommendation of the 2018 Budget  Rob Miller 

  Approval of Slate and Appointments    Paul Schrock 

  District Executive Minister’s Report    Beth Sollenberger 

10:45am Coffee and Cookie Break 

   Sponsored by Timbercrest and Manchester University 

11:00am Reports 

   Ministry Interview Committee   Beverly Eikenberry 

   TRIM graduation     Chuck Bell 

   Brethren Leadership Institute    Erin Huiras 

   Ministry Excellence Project    Phil Tomson 

   Historical Committee     Merle Rummel  

   Brethren Disaster Ministries    Cliff Kindy 

   Standing Committee      Kurt Borgmann 

  State of the Church and presentation of check   David Steele, General Secretary 

12:00noon Lunch         JKWC 

 1:00pm Insight Sessions (see page 5 for topics and locations)  

 2:00pm Dessert Auction      QMA 

 2:30pm Camp Mack Report      Sue Freel 

   Recommendation from Indiana Camp Board 

  Brethren Agencies’ Reports 

    Bethany Theological Seminary   

    Brethren Benefit Trust    

    Church of the Brethren, Inc.    David Steele 

    On Earth Peace     Beverly Eikenberry 

  Table Talk 

  Reports 

   Manchester University    Rebekah Houff 

   Timbercrest      Dave Lawrenz 

 3:55pm Passing Gavel and Prayer of Blessing for New Leadership 

 4:00pm Adjournment and Safe Travels 
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INSIGHT SESSIONS 

1. Reconnecting with Camp Mack. Travis Hartman (Camp Mack staff) will discuss the 

spiritual impact that the camp has had on those who come to camp, and talk about the role 

camp has played in the spiritual development of many people’s lives. This session will 

involve some walking outdoors.   Gathering Area in John Kline Welcome Center 

2. State of the Church. David Steele (Church of the Brethren General Secretary) will lead 

conversation about what he has learned as he has traveled throughout the denomination, 

holding listening sessions, and attending other district conferences.    

      JKWC Dining Room 

3. Gathered to Be the Sent: A Community Formed for God’s Mission. Dan 

Poole (Coordinator for Ministry Formation at Bethany Seminary) will give an introduction 

to building missional communities that find the ministry God is calling them to within their 

own neighborhood. We as the gathered body for worship become the apostolate body sent 

out into the world for God’s mission.  Turkey Creek Board Room 

 

DELEGATE CONSECRATION 
Moderator: Brothers and Sisters in Christ, you have been called by your 

congregations to serve as delegates at this 47th District Conference of the South/

Central Indiana District. Do you accept the call? 

Delegates: We accept the responsibility placed on us by our congregations. 

Moderator: Will you be faithful to the word of God and celebrate the rich history 

of our denomination? 

Delegates: We will honor the Lord our God as we honor our heritage. 

Moderator: Will you seek the Lord’s guidance while you consider the decisions 

before you? 

Delegates: We will seek the leading of the Spirit of Christ in all matters. 

Moderator: Will you treat one another with love, respect and openness as together 

you conduct the business of this conference? 

Delegates: We will work together and in our thoughts, words and deeds we 

will treat each other with compassion, kindness and patience. 

Moderator: You have promised to be faithful to the Word of God and to honor our 

history as together we consider the decisions before us. Let us all pledge together: 

All: As we go back to our individual congregations, we will share information 

on what has happened here. We will be positive and affirm the decisions 

made. We will support the District in our actions and in our prayers, 

knowing that the Spirit of God is with us and is alive in us. May God bless us 

as we work together. Amen. 
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DISTRICT CONFERENCE MINUTES 

September 17, 2016 

 

The 46th District Conference of South/Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren 

met at the Mexico Church of the Brethren in Mexico, Ind., on Saturday, September 17, 2016.  

The theme of the conference was Re-Connecting on Common Ground.  Moderator Paul Schrock 

called the meeting to order at 9:20am, then led a prayer to consecrate the delegates.  He went 

over the rules listed on page 2 of the District Conference (DC) booklet. 

 

Minutes of the 2015 District Conference were accepted with a correction on “Appointments for 

Approval.”  Mackenzie Oliver is from the Rossville congregation. 

 

Agenda was accepted as presented. 

 

Table Talk - Discovering Common Ground. 

 

Camp Mack Report - Carol Seward presented the report found on pages 45-46 in the DC 

booklet.  District Executive Minister, Beth Sollenberger, thanked Galen Jay for his service as 

Interim Executive Director and welcomed Gene Hollenberg who started officially as Executive 

Director on September 1, 2016.  We enjoyed cookies in celebration of Galen’s work. Beth 

invited contributions to the 400 Club in his honor with the information that a donor had offered 

to match funds raised up to $5000. 

 

Timbercrest Report - David Lawrenz presented the report found on pages 43-44 in the DC 

booklet.  He noted that Timbercrest was originally opened in Mexico, Indiana, as the Mexico 

Home in 1889 and moved in 1968 to its current location in North Manchester as Timbercrest. 

Their residents range in age from age 65 to 107.  He said they have a new mission and vision 

statement and their care emphasizes character, competence and connections. 

 

District Board Report - Presented by Wayne Grumbling and found on pages 10-11 in the DC 

booklet.  Wayne and district board members reported many ways that we are connected to one 

another and to God.  One example was that 18 congregations were represented at a Ted & 

Company fund raiser held at Northview COB that raised $6450 for Heifer International.  

 

Executive Minister’s Report - Beth Sollenberger mentioned pastors who had answered the call 

at Marion, Mexico, West Eel River and Lafayette as reported on page 12 of DC booklet.  

Several pastors were awarded certificates acknowledging the anniversary of their ordination.  

She expressed gratitude to all who serve. 

 

Standing Committee Report - Kurt Borgmann gave an overview of the function of Standing 

Committee, the business of Standing Committee and the actions taken at Annual Conference on 

the 5 queries addressed by Standing Committee.  His report is found on pages 13-14 in the DC 

booklet.  He is a newly elected member of the Nominating Committee of Standing Committee 

and mentioned the deadline for nominations is December 1, 2016.  He explained that to 

nominate you do not need permission.  If someone is nominated, the Nominating Committee 

will contact them to see if they will serve. 
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When asked if those appointed to the Creation Care Study committee by Annual Conference 

had science credentials/experience, Kurt’s response was “yes.” 

 

When asked about Tim Harvey’s reluctance to review the On Earth Peace queries in the Review 

and Evaluation Committee, Kurt responded that the Review and Evaluation Committee was 

responsible for the unity and balance of the denomination, and that any recommendation will 

eventually come back to the delegate body. 

 

Slate and Appointments - The slate and appointments were emailed to delegates prior to district 

conference and then presented by Ed Johnson at conference.  

 

Eric Mellinger, Rossville congregation, who withdrew from the District Board due to concerns 

that he brought to the District Board three times regarding nominations, expressed concern that 

we had moved from support and tolerance to acceptance and now to promoting the LGBT 

agenda in some district churches. 

 

The moderator called for approval of appointments, page 30 in DC booklet, affirmed by a 

majority of the delegates.  The moderator recognized the “appointments for your information,” 

also on page 30, and the addendum received via email by the delegates. 

 

The moderator called for a vote on the slate.  Someone asked that the vote be a private vote.  

Moderator Schrock led the delegates in prayer and asked for reports while waiting for the paper 

ballots to be prepared. 

 

Ministry Interview Committee Report - Peter Michael explained that MIC is implementing new 

polity for credentialing. They are also establishing the Brethren Leadership Insitute (BLI), 

which is a tool to develop and train individuals for ministry.  Certification for BLI is being 

sought through the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. 

 

Brethren Disaster Ministries - Cliff Kindy explained that BDM is training two new project 

leaders from our district.  2016 volunteer opportunities include two blitz building dates in 

October:  October 17, 2016, in Charleston, S. Car., and October 30, 2016, in St. Louis, Mo.  He 

gave dates for 2017 and encouraged all to think of ways they can volunteer.  A Children’s 

Disaster Services training will take place Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2016.  He also mentioned the 

Nigerian Response and the ongoing need for money and volunteers.  The report for BDM is 

found on pages 31-32 of the DC booklet. 

 

Delegates cast paper ballots for the Slate; the resulting vote totals were 89 yes, 29 no, 3 abstain. 

 

Merle Rummel, Four Mile congregation, said that historically a vote had to be unanimous or it 

would not be accepted.  He said if the Holy Spirit is in charge there will not be dissension. 

 

Ministry Excellence Project - Beth said that last year there was 100% participation.  Fifty-nine 

pastors received checks for Pastor Appreciation from their congregations, doubled by money 

received from the Lilly Grant. 

 

Table Talk - 15 minutes. The top five common ground elements with a faith perspective. 
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Break for lunch and insight sessions - Matt Myers, Pastor of Mexico COB, welcomed everyone.  

He led in prayer before dismissing for lunch. 

 

Congregational Reports and Pie Auction followed the lunch break. 

 

Finding Common Ground Exercise results – Moderator Paul Schrock discussed the exercise 

results.  The top five were Jesus, Scripture/Bible, Prayer, Service and Community/Family. 

 

Financial Report – Moderator-Elect Brian Mackie called DeEtta Balser to present the  financial 

report which is on pages 15-19 in the DC booklet. A motion to accept the financial report was 

made and seconded, and the report was accepted. 

 

2017 Budget - Wayne Grumbling presented the proposed budget. After some discussion and 

questions the budget passed. 

 

Agency Reports - A video highlighting the four agencies (Church of the Brethren, Inc.; 

Brethren Benefit Trust; Bethany Theological Seminary; and On Earth Peace) was shown. 

 

Loyce Borgmann presented the Brethren Benefit Trust Agency Report found on pages 33-34 in 

the DC booklet.   

 

Mark Lancaster gave the Bethany Theological Seminary report found on page 41 in the DC 

booklet.  Bethany has a new strategic plan for 2017.  One of the goals is for students to 

complete degrees with no academic debt.  One hundred percent of graduates have found 

employment. 

 

Manchester University Report - presented by Ruth Ritchey-Moore can be found on page 42.  

She said that Manchester saw their first class of pharmacy students graduate.  The 2016-17 

enrollment is the highest to date. 

 

Beth announced that the offering this morning was $1100, and the pie auction raised $1235.  

Between us and the Northern Indiana District, and two donor matches of $5000, $20,000 was 

raised today for Camp Mack. 

 

Blessing of the CWS Clean-Up Buckets - Beth blessed the 150+/- buckets.  She stated that they 

represent health, love and hope. 

 

Moderator Schrock noted his appreciation for those who had served with him this past year, and 

encouraged Brian and the new Moderator-Elect Cindy Dunk to look forward to the coming 

year.  He passed the gavel to Moderator-Elect Brian Mackie and he and Beth offered a prayer of 

blessing for the new officers. 

 

Brian noted his interest in the Matthew 28 scripture to “Go and make disciples of all nations,” 

and his desire to include all generations.  He said that next year’s theme would focus on 

evangelism and missions and youth and young people. 

 

We were adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m. 
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South/Central Indiana District Board Report 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 

We thank you for your prayers and ask you to continue to pray as God leads us into the 

future. Your prayers have been felt as this past year we have seen mountain tops and valleys. 

The Word tells us to praise God in all occasions and that is what we shall do. 

We thank the churches in this district for opening your congregations to us throughout 

the year as we held our meetings. What I love about the Church of the Brethren is its gift of 

hospitality, and you blessed us more than you can imagine. 

As we move forward I know we all do not have the same opinions but I thank the Lord 

we all have the same vision. May God bring souls to Him through us in our local communities. 

Many of our communities are being devastated by addictions of not just drugs but of sin itself. 

We are to be the light in this darkness and show, as I know the Church of the Brethren can do, 

the love of God. 

It is a privilege to serve with 15 other individuals making up the district board for South/

Central Indiana District of the Church of the Brethren. At our retreat held at the district office 

on October 22 the board chose “Journeying Together in Jesus” as our year’s emphasis. It was a 

good theme as we have indeed journeyed with Jesus through the mountains and valleys of life 

in our district. At the retreat we created three working groups: 

 Story Telling: Earl Doll, Theresa Sites, Glen Miller, Ellen Adney 

 Youth Gathering: Rob Miller, Brian Mackie 

 Outreach: Brad Yoder, Peggy Morris, Karen Odiorne, Beth Haughn 

The year has had some high points, and some times when we were saddened by what we 

had to face. 

The Loon Creek congregation has been meeting since 1850 and organized since 1912. 

In December, recognizing that they were not able to continue as a viable congregation, the 

members voted to close. The district board has appointed a committee to dispose of the 

property. Members include Bickey Garber, Cindy Dunk, and Glen Miller from the district board 

(Glen has done an incredible amount of work on the building); Mel Zumbrun, pastor of 

Salamonie; Tim Troyer, pastor of Huntington; Tim Vogleman, who has done enormous work 

caring for the building; and Tom Will from Turnpointe Community. The committee is currently 

seeking out faith-based social service agencies interested in the property. 

The Richmond congregation began meeting in 1925 and was organized in 1927. They 

have had various meeting places around the city. For a time they were yoked with Four Mile. 

Their last location was rented space in the First Friends building on Chester Boulevard. In July 

the remaining members voted to close August 27 and held a final celebration September 10. 

We celebrate the fact that the ten congregations of the West Section continue to meet 

together for Sunday evening worship and fellowship during Lent. The other section that came 

together for one Sunday evening during Lent was the North Section with a service held at the 

Manchester Church with participation by members of all five congregations. 

On the day the board received the report that Richmond was closing, it also received 

two proposals for ministry options in the Richmond area. One is a church plant and one is a 

campus ministry. The board has a committee to consider how we will move forward with a 

Church of the Brethren presence in Richmond. 

Also at our August meeting we received a report on the status of the Roann 

congregation. While they have been worshiping together and working at picking up the pieces 
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after a terribly difficult time, it has become clear a new plan is needed. The board appointed a 

committee of Pam Long, Peggy Morris, Doug Reichenbach, and another person from the Roann 

community to move forward with something new in Roann. 

The working group given the task of planning a youth gathering has announced a youth 

retreat for April 13-15, 2018, tentatively scheduled at Anderson. We hope you will put this date 

on the schedule and encourage attendance by the youth of your congregation. 

In April the Outreach group held an information sharing event at Marion to tell a bit 

about the situation in Nigeria where EYN is suffering greatly at the hands of Boko Haram and 

the plight of people in Haiti without clean water in the wake of natural disasters. We are pleased 

that you, as members of the South/Central Indiana district of the Church of the Brethren sharing 

together, are tremendously generous. We look forward to giving David Steele, General 

Secretary of the Church of the Brethren, a check to be shared between the rebuilding work in 

Nigeria and the well-building work in Haiti. 

Again, thank you all for your service and commitment to the district and may God bless 

you all in the coming year. 

 

Earl Doll, Vice Chair of the Board 

(Rob Miller, Chair, on sabbatical) 
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District Executive Minister’s Report 

 

Sisters and Brothers of the South/Central Indiana District,  

What interesting times we live in. It is clear, at least to me, that the world 

desperately needs the church and especially the church as the Church of the 

Brethren perceives it:  peacefully, simply and together. So I will begin with a 

word of gratitude for the trust you bestow in me and the privilege of serving as 

your district executive minister for the last six years. 

I am grateful to a host of people who are the ones who really make this district 

function:  district board members and others who serve in district positions and on 

committees. Rachel Gross and Tina Rieman, Administrative Assistants; Gloria 

Garber, office volunteer; DeEtta Balser, Treasurer; and Bickey Garber, Financial 

Secretary, do crucial work on our behalf. In addition to these individuals, we 

would not be a functioning district or vital part of the Church of the Brethren 

without the leadership of pastors and everyone’s prayers. Thank you!  

Thank you for the hospitality I have experienced over and over everywhere I have 

visited for worship or meetings. You are great hosts.  

Throughout the course of the year I have worked with committees seeking 

pastoral leadership. Union Grove is interviewing candidates and Guernsey is 

calling a search committee. 

Life has its ups and downs and within our district is no exception. It is with 

sadness that we receive the decisions of Loon Creek and Richmond to close. It is 

with hope we collect a committee to oversee the Church of the Brethren ministry 

in whatever form it takes in Richmond and a committee to work on a restart in 

Roann. I invite you to join me in giving thanks and celebrating the ministry that 

has been and to be in prayer for and support the work to come as we share the 

gospel with people in Richmond, Roann, and in each of the congregations of this 

district. 

This year we recognize the ordination anniversaries of two persons who have 

been ordained 55 years or more.  

Thank you for the ways you pray for and support your own congregations and the 

ministry we do together. We as a district have many reasons to celebrate and give 

thanks. May we continue to share the good news to the glory of God and our 

neighbor’s good! 

Beth Sollenberger 

District Executive Minister 
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Standing Committee Delegate Report for 2017 
 

 

I am again grateful to have been sent by the South/Central Indiana District to the 2017 Annual 

Conference in Grand Rapids, Michigan, for my second year of service as a Standing Committee 

delegate. The Annual Conference theme for this year was “Risk Hope” (Hebrews 10:23).  

 

The functions of Standing Committee include studying queries and items of new business, and 

then making recommendations to the delegate body of Annual Conference; preparing a ballot 

for election of denominational leadership; receiving and acting upon matters of discipline or 

controversy involving members, congregations, districts and denomination (issues that have not 

been resolved at another level of church organization); and to project dreams, goals and vision 

for the denomination’s ministry. The Standing Committee meets once each year for several 

days ahead of that year’s Annual Conference.  

 

The business of Standing Committee this year included the following: 

 

1.) Receiving reports from each district about successes and challenges within the district 

2.) Preparing recommendations to the delegate body in regard to four items of new business 

(Polity for Agencies, Patient Hope in Matters of Conscience, Brethren Values Investing, and 

Polity for Electing Brethren Benefit Trust Board Directors) and three items of old business (A 

Vision of Ecumenism for the 21st Century, the Review and Evaluation report, and The Authority 

of Annual Conference and Districts regarding the Accountability of Ministers, Congregations, 

and District) 

 3.) Receiving reports from Program and Arrangements committee, the Creation Care study 

committee, the Vitality and Viability study committee, and the Global Missions and Service 

director 

4.) Consultation and conversation with representatives of the Annual Conference agencies: 

Brethren Benefit Trust, Bethany Seminary, On Earth Peace, and Mission and Ministry Board 

5.) Conversation with District Executives 

 

Additionally, as a continuing member of the Nominating Committee of Standing Committee, I 

was involved in an organizational meeting for the 2018 Nominating Committee and I was 

elected to serve as chair of the committee for this coming year. The Nominating Committee will 

meet to do its work in Elgin in January of 2018.   

 

The Standing Committee works carefully and cooperatively to process and prepare business for 

the delegate body, meeting (as Annual Conference delegates do later in the week) around round 

tables. The spirit and tone of the group is attentive and respectful, even though there are widely 

varying opinions within the group about decisions and direction for the Church of the Brethren. 

 

In a way that was then mirrored later in the week in the deliberations of the larger delegate 

body, the two queries brought by On Earth Peace and the old business items of Authority and 

Accountability and Review and Evaluation received the most time and attention in the Standing 

Committee meetings. Annual Conference Moderator Carol Scheppard gave the Standing 

Committee some particular guidelines for our work this year. She instructed us not to bring 
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prepared motions, but to develop recommendations as part of our discerning process and she 

advised us to try to achieve a 2/3 approval for any recommendations we might forward to the 

delegate body. The Standing Committee agreed to these standards for this session.  

 

Actions adopted by the 2017 Annual Conference included the following: 

 

1.) In response to the query Polity for Agencies, that the Leadership Team for the Church of the 

Brethren be tasked with updating polity for agencies  

2.) In response to the query Patient Hope in Matters of Conscience, that the Mission and 

Ministry Board, in consultation with On Earth Peace, work at providing resources and insight 

regarding concerns of the query in keeping with the 2008 statement Urging Forbearance 

3.) In response to the report The Authority of Annual Conference and Districts regarding the 

Accountability of Ministers, Congregations and Districts, that the report be adopted and that 

the “church turn is attention to the framing of a compelling vision for how we will continue the 

work of Jesus together” 

4.) In response to the Review and Evaluation report, that recommendations 1-5 concerning 

vision implementation, make-up of the Leadership Team, and study of the stewardship of the 

General Offices be accepted; recommendation 6, that On Earth Peace be removed as an 

agency failed to gain a 2/3 majority; recommendation 7 regarding “finding ways to involve 

OEP in the ongoing mission of the church” failed; recommendation 8 was considered 

answered by the decision on recommendation 6, recommendation 9, concerning financial 

support of district and denominational ministries was accepted, and recommendation 10, 

calling for Standing Committee to rescind its 2014 statement about OEP failed.  

5.) That Creation Care and Vitality and Viability committees be granted an additional year to 

complete their work 

6.) That business items Vision of Ecumenism, Brethren Values Investing, and Polity for 

election of BBT board members be deferred until the 2018 Annual Conference 

 

Please feel free to direct any questions or counsel to me. I am available to hear your advice and 

to carry forward your concerns on behalf of our district.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Kurt Borgmann 
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South/Central Indiana District Church of the Brethren  

604 N. Mill St., North Manchester, IN 46962-1835 

Phone: 260-982-8805; Fax: 260-982-7181 

District Executive email: bsollenberger@brethren.org 

Office email: scindcob@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Board of Directors 

South Central Indiana District COB 

 

 

I have prepared the following financial statements for the month ended 

December 31, 2016.  They consist of the Statements of Assets, 

Liabilities, and Fund Balance as of December 31, 2016, and December 

31, 2015, the Statements of Revenues and Expenses for the month and 

years ended December 31, 2016 and 2015, the Actual v Budget and 

Actual v Budget – Self Assessment Revenue schedules and the Fund 

Cash Balances statement. 

 

 
 

DeEtta Balser, treasurer 

January 15, 2017 
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South/Central Indiana District Church of the Brethren  

604 N. Mill St., North Manchester, IN 46962-1835 

Phone: 260-982-8805; Fax: 260-982-7181 

District Executive email: bsollenberger@brethren.org 

Office email: scindcob@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To the Board of Directors 

South Central Indiana District COB 

 

 

I have prepared the following financial statements for the month ended 

July 31, 2017.  They consist of the Statements of Assets, Liabilities, and 

Fund Balance as of July 31, 2017, and December 31, 2016, the 

Statements of Revenues and Expenses for the month and seven months 

ended July 31, 2017 and 2016, the Actual v Budget and Actual v 

Budget – Self Assessment Revenue schedules and the Fund Cash 

Balances statement. 

 

 
 

DeEtta Balser, treasurer 

August 15, 2017 
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Audit Committee Report 
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MODERATOR-ELECT  

Tom Allbaugh, Living Faith  

Tom grew up in the Church of the Brethren as a member of the Bachelor Run congregation and 
later on as a member of Living Faith when it was formed by a merge.  Tom has served in many 
different ministries over the years and is currently the church board chair along with teaching 
one of the adult Sunday school classes, and is a lifetime deacon.  Outside of the church, he is the 
Maintenance Supervisor at the Logansport Department of Corrections and an Adjunct Instructor 
at Kokomo Ivy Tech. Tom and his wife Deb have been married for 37 years and have four 
daughters and five granddaughters. 

DISTRICT BOARD - WEST SECTION 

Glen Miller, 2022, Pyrmont 

Glen was raised at Camden, Ind.  He served Alternative Service as a Conscientious Objector.  He has 

been married for over 51 years and has three children and six grandchildren.  He is a Graduate of Purdue 

School of Electrical Engineering and continues his over 51 years of employment with the same company 

in various engineering positions.  Presently, he is a Life-Time Deacon and the property/facility caretaker 

of the Pyrmont congregation and previously has served as Board Chair, Youth Leader, Sunday school 

leader, Worship Leader, Worship Speaker, and on the Ministerial Commission.   He has served the S/C 

Ind. district as a Dist. Conf. Delegate, as a District Board Chair, and on the Steward Commission and 

Historical Committee.  Presently, he is on the District Board and a Dist. Conf. delegate. He has been an 

NYC Workshop Presenter, and continues to be an Annual Conf. delegate of many years.  He has farm 

land and is the Caretaker of the Pyrmont Cemetery.  Among his many interests are these: What the COB 

was, What the COB is, and Where is the COB going?  He seeks Godly actions by the S/C Ind.  district to 

promote Godly viability and vitality of our congregations while respecting the thoughts of Alexander 

Mack: “Whenever God commanded something He wanted it kept just as He had commanded.”  

DISTRICT BOARD - NORTH SECTION 

Diana Bucher, 2018, Manchester 

Diana Bucher has been a member of the Manchester Church of the Brethren for most of her life, where 

she has served in many ways, including Chair of Education and Nurture Commissions, Church Board 

member, delegate to District and Annual Conferences, Sunday school teacher, choir accompanist and 

keyboardist, and on various committees.  She has been married to Barry Bucher for 45 years and they 

have two sons and daughters-in-law and three granddaughters.  Diana is a 1972 graduate of Manchester 

College and worked with elementary students as a second grade teacher and Reading Specialist for forty 

years prior to retiring in June 2016.  During her time as an active educator, she served as president of her 

local teachers’ association as well as several years on the Indiana State Teachers Association (ISTA) 

Board of Directors and as State delegate to the National Education Association (NEA) Representative 

Assembly.  Currently, she is part of the Music Staff and Worship/Decor Committee at the Manchester 

Church, the ISTA Archives Committee, and the Manchester Symphony Orchestra Board.  She enjoys 

sharing her gifts of music with others and spending time with her family, including her 90-year-old 

mother, Eloise Eberly, a neighborhood resident at Timbercrest. Diana seeks to follow the life and 

teachings of Jesus with an open and loving spirit towards all God's people. 

 

SLATE 
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Appointments for Approval 

PROGRAM & ARRANGEMENTS COMMITTEE (3-year term, appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by 
Dist. Conf.) 
 Central Section: Lorie Bowman, Mexico (1st term) 
 
INDIANA CAMP BOARD   (3-year term; appointed by Dist. Bd., approved by Dist. Conf) 
  Mark Stahl, Kokomo (1st term) 
 
INDIANA YOUTH CAMP COUNCIL 
 Ben Roudebush, Wabash (2019) 

  Makayla Combs, Pyrmont (2018) 

 
MINISTRY INTERVIEW COMMITTEE (5-year term; appointed by District Bd., approved by Dist. 
Conf.) 
 East Section:  (1st term) 
 
TREASURER 
 
 

 

Appointments for your Information 
  
  
HISTORICAL COMMITTEE (3-year term; appointed by District Board) 
  
  
ETHICS COMMITTEE (5-year term; appointed by District Board) 
 Sarah Dunk, Lower Deer Creek (1st term) 
  
INDIANA CAMP BOARD (3-year term; appointed by Indiana Camp Board) 
 Jim Shively, Manchester (1st term) 



32 

 

Ministry Excellence Project 
604 N. Mill St., North Manchester, IN  46962 

260-982-8805 

office@ministryexcellenceproject.com  
www.ministryexcellenceproject.com 

 

Northern Indiana 

Torin Eikler, DEM 

Eunice Culp 

Ted Noffsinger 

 

South/Central 

Indiana 
Beth Sollenberger, DEM 

Phil Tomson 

Helen Wenger 

REPORT TO 2017 DISTRICT CONFERENCE 

 

The Ministry Excellence Project (MEP) is a joint project of the 

Northern and South/Central Indiana Districts of the Church of the 

Brethren. MEP began with grant money from the Lilly Foundation and 

for its intended duration we have participated in regular reporting 

and Lilly-generated education sessions with other judicatories receiving 

similar grants. We are hoping to move into a time with less oversight 

in the near future as the grant comes to the end of its cycle.  

MEP’s governing board has given grants every year we have 

been in existence. These grants assist pastors in paying for some very 

basic needs: dentistry, health care, and education for ministry. We 

have not been able to nurture a culture in which sufficient funds come 

in for the Project to be self-sustaining. At this point, we have realized 

that the program is likely to reach its conclusion when Lilly funds and 

donations have been dispersed. 

From July 1, 2016, to July 1, 2017, grants were given to 4 

individuals, totaling $14,340.10. Last fall, Pastor Appreciation grants 

totaled $24,857, given to 27 pastors in Northern Indiana and 58 

pastors in South/Central Indiana.  

It is a privilege to be a part of providing a measure of financial 

stability for pastors in our districts.  

 The board would like to give a special thanks to our District 

Executives, Beth Sollenberger and Torin Eikler, for all the work they 

do to promote this program and their direct relationships with those 

pastors who have a financial need! 

 

MEP Board: 

Eunice Culp (Chair) 

Ted Noffsinger  

Helen Wenger (Secretary) 

Phil Tomson (Treasurer)  

Torin Eikler (Director) 

Beth Sollenberger (Director) 
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BRETHREN LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE 
 

 

The Brethren Leadership Institute is in its second year and continuing to work toward 

certification through the Brethren Academy for Ministerial Leadership. The first class was 

offered in May of 2016; to date we have completed five classes: Brethren Beliefs and Practices 

taught by Beth Sollenberger, New Testament Survey taught by Bob Bowman, Worship taught 

by Laura Stone, Old Testament Survey taught by Bob Bowman, Ministerial Leadership and 

Administration taught by John Ballinger. Classes take place at the Marion Church of the 

Brethren and we are very grateful for the hospitality and space they so graciously provide. 

 

We have two courses currently scheduled. The next will be Evangelism/Outreach taught by 

Nate Polzin.  

 Saturday, September 30, 2017 

 Saturday, October 28, 2017 

 Saturday, November 4, 2017 

 

Preaching will be taught by Aaron Gross.   

 Saturday, January 20, 2018 

 Saturday, February 3, 2018 

 Saturday, February 17, 2018 

 Back-up date in case of a weather cancellation of another day: February 24. 

 

History of the Church will be taught by Mark Flory Steury in the spring. 

 

We are pleased that fourteen students have taken at least one course since we began. Classes are 

$75 and 16 hours in duration. They provide 1.6 CEUs. Classes may be audited by any interested 

person for $40.  

 

We offered one Practice of Ministry Day on preaching at the Anderson Church of the Brethren 

May 6, with 11 sermons preached on the text John 14:15-21.  

 

We are grateful for the work of Bob Bowman who began with the Brethren Leadership Task 

Team and has been instrumental in helping us move forward as well as generously teaching two 

courses. He has retired from the task team and we are pleased to welcome Larry Fourman to 

serve on the BLI Task Team. We are also grateful for the able work of Tina Rieman, 

Administrative Assistant, who serves in the office one day a week on our behalf. 

 

Larry Fourman 

Erin Huiras 

Marie Willoughby 

Beth Sollenberger, District Executive 

Brethren Leadership Institute Task Team 
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            May 15, 2017 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 

“There is enough water for everyone….it is like water is coming right from heaven!” Adamu, the 

chairman of a newly-built relocation village in Nigeria, exclaimed after a water well and solar pump 

were installed. Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) staff and volunteers are privileged to hear this 

type of gratitude overflowing from those we serve in Christ.  Your donations, support and hours of 

volunteering matter and help share God’s love around the world. 

 

In the midst of dramatic world challenges and changes, BDM is striving to respond and meet needs 

in more effective ways. In the past, we had to wait until long-term recovery groups were organized 

locally. Now BDM is helping form recovery groups through a new program - the Disaster Recovery 

Support Initiative (DRSI).  In response to flooding in 2015, this collaborative effort of BDM, the 

United Church of Christ Disaster Ministries and the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) worked 

in South Carolina for most of 2016, with the benefit that this turned into one of five BDM 

rebuilding sites during 2016. 

 

The rebuilding response to Detroit, Mich. ran from April through the end of 2016, helping 

homeowners whose basements had flooded in 2014. In Colorado, volunteers worked through 

August to rebuild homes damaged by flooding and wildfires. A short flood response in West 

Virginia was followed by the opening of the new South Carolina project toward the end of the year.  

This rebuild and repair work, combined with DRSI, was completed by 1,174 volunteers who helped 

123 families return home or be provided with a safe living environment. They served a total of 

74,606 hours valued at $1,757,717.36. A total of eight grants provided $144,699 funds to extend 

this work beyond what is possible with donations alone.   

 

The intense response activity of 2016 extended to Children’s Disaster Services (CDS), which 

responded to 12 disasters, the highest number in program history. In total, 97 volunteers cared for 

1,782 children in the U.S. based responses. CDS also provided its first international response by 

creating a new Healing Hearts program for children traumatized by the terrorist violence in Nigeria.  

Two Training of Trainers workshops in Nigeria for over 100 Nigerian participants resulted in 

thousands of Nigerian children experiencing this healing ministry.  The busy year included 11 U.S. 

trainings, with 292 participants, including a Critical Response Child Care leadership seminar.  CDS 

received two outside grants totaling $65,000. 

 

The greatest “disaster” of the last decades has been the massive humanitarian crisis caused by 

global violence and terrorism. With more than 65 million people displaced by violence in the world, 

this crisis has been the focus of 75 percent of Brethren Disaster Ministries (BDM) international 

programming, with the largest program area being the Nigeria Crisis Response, which accounted for 

$4.24 million in relief and recovery ministry during 2014 -2016.  
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After 2½ years of partnering and supporting Ekklesiyar Yan’uwa a Nigeria (EYN, Church of the 

Brethren in Nigeria) much has improved, even though the crisis and violence caused by the terrorist 

group Boko Haram continues in parts of northeast Nigeria. EYN leadership has moved back to their 

original headquarters in Kwarhi, and the damaged homes and offices have been repaired on the 

Church compound. Even as they are challenged by ongoing violence and food shortages, 

approximately 75 percent of the displaced families have returned home to start the process of 

rebuilding. Those that can’t return home are settling in new areas and starting new congregations. 

The many program areas include: 

 Peace building and trauma healing workshops and advanced training 

 Special trauma healing programming developed for children 

 Building new homes and repairing homes for returnees 

 Providing emergency food, medical supplies and household goods  

 Distributing seed, fertilizer, goats and chickens; supporting a new soybean initiative 

 Providing equipment, tools and training in livelihood and agriculture 

 Supporting repairs and renovations to Kulp Bible College and other schools 

 Supporting the education of more than 2,500 children 

 Continuing the support of EYN repairs, conferences and printed materials 

 

The combined 2016 expenses for the global refugee crisis and the Nigeria Crisis was $1,819,857, 

which is nearly double the average BDM yearly budget. This includes work in many parts of Africa 

including Burundi, Democratic Republic of Congo, Tanzania and South Sudan. Through a partner in 

Lebanon, BDM is supporting Syrian children with food and education.  The largest natural disaster of 

the year was Hurricane Matthew, which affected Haiti, Cuba and the southern U.S. In Haiti, the BDM 

response began with emergency food and water distributions, followed by distributions of animals and 

seeds and, in the third phase home reconstruction. 

 

The total 2016 program expenditures were $424,700 for U.S. responses, including the Rebuild 

Program and CDS, $1,468,679 for the Nigeria Crisis Response and $351,801 for all other 

international responses. 

 

As the world changes, BDM and CDS stretch to find new and better ways to provide disaster 

ministries and work with volunteers. The image of our programs, the quality of our work and the 

credibility of our volunteers is even more crucial in these times. Reverend Becky Wilson, the 

coordinator of the Northwest Detroit Flood Recovery Project, said it well: “BDM’s compassion and 

excellent workmanship [were] a blessing to the northwest Detroit community.” 

 

By working together as volunteers, districts and the whole Church we are sharing Christ’s love in 

this hurting world. 

 

In Christ,  

 
Roy Winter, Associate Executive Director 
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Summer 2017 

 

 

The University’s values of learning, faith, service, integrity, diversity and community are lived out daily in 

the work we do with our students and the greater Manchester University community. Highlights from this 

year reflect these values. 

 

The University welcomed and graduated its first students in the Master of Science degree in 

pharmacogenomics, which is about using an individual’s DNA to help determine the best course of 

treatment. The Master of Athletic Training program was awarded a 10-year accreditation cycle (the 

maximum allowable). Faculty accolades include: Dr. Robert D. Beckett received the Emerging Teaching 

Scholar Award from the American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy, Dr. W. Thomas Smith was named 

dean of Pharmacy Programs, Dr. Mark Huntington was named dean for Natural and Health Sciences, and 

Dr. Raylene Rospond was named vice president for Academic Affairs. 

 

A peace pole was dedicated on the North Manchester campus at the site of the future Jean Childs Young 

Intercultural Center. The peace pole is inscribed in eight languages and is dedicated to the three international 

students who lost their lives in a tragic car accident in February of 2016. 

 

Outstanding choral ensembles from northeast Indiana came together at Manchester in the fall to perform 

Karl Jenkins’ The Peacemakers. The University also achieved the President’s Higher Education 

Community Service Honor Roll with Distinction, offering more than 60,000 hours a year in volunteer 

service. 

Weekly chapel services welcomed guest speakers as well as students, faculty and staff. Highlights in 

worship included a service project, prayer labyrinth walking and a Taize-style service. “Simply Brethren” 

hosted the annual Camp Mack Weekend, shared stories with Timbercrest residents, hosted moderator Carol 

Scheppard and volunteered at the community dinner. ROBOT (Radically Obedient Brethren Outreach 

Team) brought worship services to three congregations. Powerhouse regional youth conference brought 45 

participants to Camp Mack in November with leadership from Brethren Volunteer Service. 

 

The Campus Interfaith Board had a successful year with their Focus on Faith week educating about a 

different religion every day and a new Empty Bowls event in partnership with Peace Week which raised 

over $700 for Exodus Refugee Immigration in Indianapolis.  

 

VIA convocations of note included Ted & Co.’s “Laughter is Sacred Space;” Anthony Ray Hinton, who 

spent 30 years innocent on Alabama’s Death Row; and a series on Muslims in America which included a 

video and discussion with two local Imams and a lecture and discussion with Dr. Scott Alexander, an 

associate professor of Islamic studies and director of the Catholic-Muslim Studies Program at Catholic 

Theological Union. The North Manchester campus also hosted the bi-annual Discussion Day event. Keynote 

speaker Lynn Sanford kicked off the event with various workshops and films on the topic of mental health 

throughout the day. 

 

Manchester set a record total enrollment of 1,599 students this year. About 3.5 percent of the undergraduate 

students are members of the Church of the Brethren. Please continue to encourage the youth in your 

congregations to consider Manchester as they make their college decisions. 

 

Your support in prayer and resources are deeply valued by the University. Thank you for your partnership as 

we continue to graduate students of ability and conviction. 

 

Office of Church Relations 
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Camp Alexander Mack Board Report 
District Conference 
September 16, 2017 

 
 

I want to welcome everyone to camp for this district conference.  I would like to 
introduce myself.  I am Sue Freel from the Shepherd’s Heart Fellowship in 
Osceola.  This is my second year as Board Chair for the camp. 
 
Last year I updated the “400 Club” information of a still-outstanding debt of 
$78,836.00. I am pleased to inform you that the debt was completely paid off by 
the end of the last year.  This effort was the direct result of the push made by 
both Indiana District Conferences.  Thank you so much for your faithfulness in 
moving us toward a much more stable financial position.  I would like to also say 
that we have gone two full fiscal years without borrowing from the line of credit 
we use to ensure our operational budget. 
 
As many of you know Mike Kauffman retired as Guest Services Director after 38 
years of service to our camp on August 31st.  We had a retirement party for Mike 
on August 27th. I hope many of you were able to attend that celebration. We 
hired Deanna Beckner to fill that position.  She started on August 17th.  We 
welcome Deanna to our staff here at camp. 
 
We also thank Wanda Gall for serving as our interim Food Service Manager from 
last September through the middle of July.  This work was done at a great 
personal sacrifice for her, and we cannot thank her enough for her hard work and 
commitment.  Vanessa Bohannon began as the permanent Food Service 
Manager on July 10th. 
 
We had a bequest from the Sel and Frankie Copeland estate that allowed us to 
give Ulrich House a face lift.  All windows have been replaced and the entire 
building will be re-sided.  This has been a project requiring many hours for 
volunteers and staff.  Thank you very much.  Another part of this bequest created 
an endowment for camp scholarships. 
 
The Board does have concerns about the deferred Facility and Maintenance 
Needs.  Over the past several years the camp has deferred some of the issues 
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with buildings, replacement and repair of equipment, and improvements on the 
property.  There has been a lack of money to handle these issues.  We are 
considering establishing a maintenance fund that could be a long-term strategy 
for addressing these costs.  In the meantime, there are still several critical 
concerns.  If you would like to help, please contact the camp staff. 
 
On July 11th and 12th camp held community listening sessions.  As a Board, we 
wanted to hear what our campers and guests consider valuable about Camp 
Mack.  We received a lot of good input during these sessions.  People talked 
about a variety of subjects: food, camp activities, relationship-building, facilities, 
faith formation experiences, camp tradition, and counselors/mentoring.  A follow
-up survey was sent to get more information. We have compiled these answers 
to see what will propel us toward achieving this vision for the future.  Plus, what 
might be holding us back from achieving this vision. 
 
We believe that there continues to be a bright future for Camp Mack, and we are 
excited for the possibilities of ministry and connection.  There is still a great deal 
of work to do, and we hope you will partner with us in our mission: A sanctuary 
where people connect with God through faith formation, experiencing creation, 
and building Christian community. 
 
Sue Freel 
Chair, Indiana Camp Board - 2017 
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Proposed Amendments to Camp Alexander Mack Articles of 

Incorporation 
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