
DISTRICT CONFERENCE MINUTES 
July 30-31, 2010 

 
The 40th Annual District Conference of the South/Central Indiana District was called to order by the Moderator, Mike 
Cassidy, on Friday evening after the evening worship service.   Mary Jo Flory-Steury, Executive Director, Office of 
Ministry, was the speaker for the worship service.  The conference was held in the Shield Music Building on the 
Anderson University campus.  Officers for the Conference were: Mike Cassidy, Moderator, Gerry Longenbaugh, 
assistant, and Beverly Donaldson, Secretary.  There were 119 delegates in attendance.  The offerings collected, $1277, 
will help defray the costs of restoring Camp Mack.  The Baskets Auction brought in $1018, which will go to Ministry 
Development. 
 
The Moderator welcomed all delegates after they were seated.   The secretary, Bev Donaldson, reviewed the Conference 
Rules and presented the slate of officers.  The Conference agenda was accepted. 
 
Gary Montel presented the report for Manchester College.  He provided some highlights about the college.  A more 
detailed report is included on page 35 of the Conference booklet.  He shared that there are 38 students currently in the 
Cultural Program.  In the fall of 2009, Manchester announced plans for three graduate programs.  Two of these programs 
began this summer 2010.  They were the Master of Education program and the Master of Athletic Training program.  The 
third program, a School of Pharmacy, will begin in the fall of 2012 in Fort Wayne, Ind.  The College continues to 
experience strong enrollment (1200 plus students).  Manchester continues to be doing well financially with giving and 
donations up. 
 
The following recommendations for trustees of Manchester College were approved: 
Continuing At-Large trustees (second five year term) 

 Steven Hammer 
 Paula Eikenberry Mendenhall 
 Mark Sherman 

Proposed new At-Large trustee (for five year term beginning January 2010) 
 Deb Romay 

 
David Lorenz gave the report for Timbercrest.  A more complete report is included on pages 37-38 of the Conference 
booklet.  He reported that this year Timbercrest had a few minor findings in the deficiencies report.  However, he said, 
that was not a bad thing because they will be able to improve these deficiencies.  David reported that there are plans to 
improve the nursing center by next year.  Fifty-seven private rooms and four semi-private rooms will be added.  Even 
though occupancy is down, Timbercrest is still doing well financially. The Charitable Assistance Program helps residents 
whose finances have been exhausted.  All church donations go to this Program.  David thanked the Timbercrest 
Committee members for their work. 
 
Rex Miller gave the Indiana Camp Board Report (Camp Mack).  A more detailed report is included on pages 33-34 of the 
Conference booklet.  Rex reported on the fire at Becker Lodge.  He thanked people for their support, labor, and prayers 
during and since the fire at Becker Lodge.  These included the Camp Board members, the many volunteers who gave their 
time and efforts, all those who provided funds and financial support to continue the Camps that had been scheduled.   
Becker Lodge was insured, but the summer staff lost all their belongings.  Food Service was the biggest loss.   Rex shared 
a master plan possibility to rebuild what was destroyed in the fire.  He also reported that the Camp accreditation took 
place two weeks prior to the fire.  Rex invited delegates and all others in attendance to participate in the Camp Mack 
Festival, Oct. 2, 2010.  Rex also reported on some changes in the Camp Mack by-laws. 
 
The business meeting adjourned around 8:55pm until Saturday morning.   
 
Saturday morning the business meeting reconvened at 9:30am after the worship service with Moderator Mike Cassidy 
sharing the sermon. 
 
Carol Waggy, the Interim District Executive Minister, gave the first report.  She stated that she is looking forward to 
seeing grace abound in this district.  Then she introduced herself.  She is from the Rock Run CoB in Goshen, Ind.  She 
and her husband have three grown children.  So far, she has worshipped and visited in eight congregations and plans to 



continue visitations to the congregations in this district.  Carol reported she conducted the licensing service for two 
candidates and the ordination service for three candidates.  She also recognized four candidates who have been ordained 
and are presently serving in a church. 
 
The next item of business was the approval of the slate which was accepted. 
     Moderator-Elect    Mike Fry, Union Grove CoB 
     District Board-West Section   Tom Allbaugh, Living Faith CoB 
     Program & Arrangements-East Section Barb Wood, Turnpointe Community CoB 
 
The following appointments were approved: 
     Auditing Committee  (3 year term)            

 Jan Fahs Brown - Manchester CoB--2013 
     Manchester College Trustees at Large (second 5 year term) 

 Steven Hammer - 2015 
 Paula Eikenberry Mendenhall - 2015 
 Mark Sherman - 2015 
 Deb Romay - new trustee - 2015 

     Ministry Interview Committee (5 year term)      
 Andrew Sampson - Eel River Community CoB - 2015 

     Nominating Committee (3 year term)                  
 Chuck Bell - Buck Creek CoB - 2013 

     Timbercrest Board (3 year term) 
 Paul Shrock – Northview CoB - 2013 
 Position open  

     Indiana Camp Board Directors (3 year term) 
 Janet Shoue – Roann CoB - 2013 

     Disaster Response Coordinator         
 Cliff Kindy - Eel River Community CoB 

     Camp Mack Youth Council (one year term) 
 Hannah Luginbill - 2012 

     Ethics Committee (5 year term) 
 Position open 

     Historical Committee 
 Bickey Garber – Liberty Mills CoB 
 

David Donaldson presented seven changes to the constitution:  
1. Most changes were editing changes 
2. Replaced terminology “General Board” to “Missions & Ministry Board” 
3. Removed Shalom team description to be in alignment with the other District Committees 
4. Added new item (page 49 lines 354-355) “The Steering Committee from each Section is to submit a list of 

nominees for district positions to the Nominating & Personnel Committee” 
5. Changed terminology “ballot” to “slate,”  “elected” to “called” 
6. Changed terminology “District Office Secretary” to “Administrative Assistant”  (page 51) 
7. District Board /District Conference Secretary has NO VOTE; replaced “ex-officio” with “voting/no voting”  
The revised Constitution was approved. 

 
Jeff Castetter reported for Standing Committee.  He gave an overview of the responsibilities of Standing Committee.  
Standing Committee has a judiciary responsibility.  He stated this committee acts as a facilitator gathering information 
from congregations, researching, and deciding which queries go to Annual Conference.  He commented on several of the 
business items that were on the agenda at Annual Conference in Pittsburgh this year. 
 
DeEtta Balser presented the District Financial Report.  This report is included on pages 15-21 in the Conference booklet.  
She also presented the Auditor’s Report on page 12.  She stated that in the last six months, the district has been operating 
at a $16,000 loss because churches have not sent in their monies yet.  However, she thinks that the district will be okay if 
churches send in their fair share.  There may be some savings because of paying a half-time Interim District Executive 
Minister.   



 
The Budget, on page 21 of the Conference booklet, was approved by District Conference. 
 
Brethren History Quiz Time was led by Bickey Garber. 
 
Bob Ewert, Chairman of District Board, presented the District Board report.  He thanked all congregations in the District 
for doing their part.  He shared that the DB is working on the responsibilities and salary for the District Executive 
Minister.  He also shared that there is discussion on hiring church pastors/deacons to work with the DEM.  Bob 
encouraged us as a district that we have a great opportunity now to help people who are in need and suffering.  He said 
this is the time for faith.  We, as a district, need to step out in faith with Jesus as we reach out to the helpless. 
 
Scott Douglas reported for the Brethren Benefit Trust.  The report is included on pages 27-28 of the Conference booklet.  
Scott reported that BBT is working for Christ’s peace and God’s shalom in this world—reconciliation and peacemaking.  
They strive to empower people to help themselves and to strengthen their faith.  Jerry Rodeffer, CEO of BBT, also 
reported on insurance, pension, CU’s, asset management for pastors.  He stated there are educational workshops available 
to churches and district conference.  Information about BBT is available as bulletin inserts.  Jerry also reported that they 
are looking for members that would be willing to be on the Board or staff of BBT.  
 
Marcia Shetler reported for Bethany Theological Seminary.  A more detailed report is included on pages 25-26 of the 
Conference booklet.  She reported that the mission/vision statement is “Jesus is our Lord.”  The curriculum is based on 
this statement and following God through peace and justice.  Simplicity, community, and care for creation are basic values 
of Bethany. 
 
Judy Dunson, Regional Director of Church World Service in Indiana/Kentucky, thanked this district for their faithful 
support through CROP, Blanket Sunday, and various children’s activities.  She reported that CWS is downsizing staff and 
buildings.  However, CWS continues around the world.  She said there continues to be a need for school kits, clean-up 
kits, and health kits. 
 
Passing of the gavel to Moderator-Elect Robin Wentworth Mayer was conducted via webcam.  Ed Jackson accepted the 
gavel for Robin.  Robin had several comments as she begins as Moderator.  The theme for District Conference 2011 will 
be “Unashamed of the gospel of Jesus Christ” based on Romans 1:16-18.  Robin presented two areas of focus for the 
District— 

1. Preaching Conferences in the District 
2. Sectional joint services—churches in each section to hold joint services 

Robin referred to Romans 16:25-27 and closed this service with prayer. 
 
Moderator Mike Cassidy thanked Melody Bowman, District Conference Coordinator. 
Gerry Longenbaugh adjourned the Conference with prayer at 3:35pm. 
District Conference concluded with a slide show of the churches in the District.  
 
Submitted by, 
Bev Donaldson 
District Conference Secretary 
 


